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COWM SSI ONER  MOORE: Now we'll hear from Ms. Rachel
Caine, who is the Program Director of the Salvation Arny and
Donestic Viol ence Shelter in Pascagoul a.

VS, CAI NE: Good nor ni ng. | am Rachel Caine, and |
appreci ate the opportunity to share with you ny experience and
know edge from ny work as a social worker and investigator of
child abuse and neglect and al so as a donestic abuse intervention
worker with the donmestic violence shelter of these last two
years.

Wiile attending the University of Al abam, | read
about a study performed by a | ab experinenter about the influence
of positive reinforcenent on mce behavior. This experinent |eft
a lasting inpression on nme because of the outconme of the study.
| felt like it was very relevant to what | have seen wth
famlies and the inpact of ganbling on the famly.

M ce were chosen as the subjects because, as you'l
see, it would have been wunethical to perform it on hunman
subj ect s. In the experinent, the mce were awarded with food
pellets after they perforned a specific task.

Initially, the mce were required to tap on a handle
in order to get the reward. This continued until they | earned
t hat whenever a tap was made the food pellet would be dropped.

Next, the mce were given a reward only after they
tapped the handl e a specific nunber of tines. While tapping the
handl e once did not produce the sanme reward, they still continued
to tap the handle until the reward was provided. They soon
mastered this and began to tap the levers just enough tinmes to

get the reward that they wanted.
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Next, the food pellets were provided on a random
basis from the experinenter, depending on just whenever they
wanted to provide it, once an hour. The mce did not receive the
reward again as they had before but they still continued to tap
t he | ever.

Finally, food pellets were wthheld altogether from
the m ce. No matter how many tines or how long the mce tapped
the handl e, no food pellet was given. Nevertheless, this did not
deter the mce. They still continued to tap the handle unti
they died from physical exertion.

What does this study have to do with the inpact of
ganbling on the famly? Well, fromny experience in working with

famlies over the last six years, working with child abuse,

negl ect and donestic abuse, | have seen that there are individual
famly nmenbers who are willing to exhaust everything -- their
entire assets, their entire livelihood -- for that next nonent of

approval and a reward.

It is understood that when soneone hits the jackpot
the lights flash, the bells ring and hundreds of <coin fall in a
t hunderous clanging noise in order to signify the large reward
sonmeone just received.

It would be so nmuch sinpler, of course, to drop $100

bills. However, this would dimnish the effectiveness of the
reward. After all, a loud boisterous display brings the w nner
into the center of everyone's attention. This strongly

encourages the winner to continue to ganble and renmi nds those
around himor her that if they will continue, they will also reap

t he sane reward.
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VWll, | propose to you that this is just another rat
trap scheme in the ganbling industry. While helping famlies in
crisis, | have not seen one instance where ganbling affected the
famly in a positive manner. I nstead, | have observed over and
over again the serious negative consequences of ganbling on
famlies, specifically the disintegration of a stable famly
unit.

| do not have any studies which cite the negative
consequences of ganbling but | have seen firsthand the negative
ripple effect that occurs when a single famly nenber becones
addi cted to ganbling.

In every hunman being, there is a need for approva
and acceptance. Wiile sonme of us have a stronger need for
acceptance than others, it's a universal force w thin mankind.
This is why | believe that anyone, given the right circunstances,
can formthe habit and becone addi cted to ganbli ng.

| do not believe that, as sone propose, that only a
smal | percentage becone addicted of those that ganble regularly.
Instead, | believe that the nore they ganble and the nore
regular, that it becones a habit and there's nore of a tendency
to becone addi cted.

Sadly, these individuals behave in a manner very
simlar to the study that we saw that | discussed. Gradual |y,
they are trained to be willing to exhaust all their |ivelihood.
There are many reports on how the gam ng industry is good for the
econony.

However, from ny point of view and what | have seen

| sinmply do not see this. Wat | do see is an enornous anount of
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nmoney being spent on conbatting the social results and the
adverse effects of this ganbling.

The donestic violence shelter has a prinmary service
area of six counties. One of those counties is Harrison County.
W know that the bulk of the gaming industry is in Harrison
County. Because of the introduction of several casinos in the
area, a substantial increase in population has occurred.

O course, this does have positive effects on the
econony. However, it has also contributed, we believe, to a 300
percent increase alone at our shelter in the nunber of requests
from Harrison County residents for donestic abuse intervention.

Popul ation data fromthe 1990 census and the Harrison
County Chanber of Commerce reflect that from 1990 to 1996 the
popul ation growmh in Harrison County averaged 12,140 a year. As
the population of Harrison County increases, social pressures

becone greater.

Housing -- property taxes have increased; housing is
not as avail able. Enpl oynment has increased. However, many
casi no enpl oyees | have noted are fromoutside of Mssissippi. A

| arge nunber are inmgrants from other countries.
W have seen that these individuals from our

experience, because they have very little famly support when

crises arise -- they don't have famly nmenbers in the
area -- they're -- call us and they need a lot of substantial
assi st ance. W believe that this has contributed to that

substantial increase in the crisis calls that we have received
from Harri son County.
Agai n, while population increase and -- has -- in the

ganbling industry has resulted in nore revenues for the Qulf
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Coast, | do believe in the long term that we are spending nore
nmoney just conbatting the negative effects.
We, at the donestic violence shelter alone, spend an average of
$284,000 a year and this grows every year due to the demand of
requests that we've seen.

Whil e not every victimserved by our shelter has been
hurt because of ganbling, a substantial nunber of wonen reported
that ganbling contributed to the abuse. Sadly, the stories of
these famlies represent a growing trend throughout M ssissipp
and al so the nei ghboring states which includes Louisiana, Florida
and Al abanma.

| worked as an investigator of <child abuse and
negl ect in Al abana and | saw firsthand some of the neglect cases
that | went out to visit where the famlies, when we |ooked at
t heir budget, nobst of the nbney was being spent in ganbling and
they weren't -- there was no noney to provide for proper clothing
for the weather and so forth.

The inmpact of ganmbling on these fanmilies is resulting

in a powerful voice of opposition to the gam ng industry. I n
time, | believe the true inpact of ganbling on American society
will be revealed when this ripple effect sweeps across our
country.

At this time, | amgoing to share a few stories that
we have seen from the domestic violence shelter. The first
i nvol ves a nother of four children. She cane into the shelter
after her husband seriously physically abused her. He justified

hi s abuse toward her by stating that she was at fault because she

ganbl ed their noney.
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He told this to their children. Their son was very

angry for causing -- at his nother for causing his father to
abuse her. He was also angry that she left the younger siblings
for days at a tinme with a 14-year old just to -- while she was
ganbl i ng.

She admtted to witing bad checks to as nmuch as 1600
to support her ganbling addiction. She and her husband
subsequently got a divorce and she left the state wth her
chi | dren.

Anot her sad story involves a mddle-aged woman who
was married to a man addicted to ganbling. He owned a business,
a successful business, but he borrowed a large sum of npney
against this business to ganble. Unfortunately, he lost the
ganbl e and the casino took over the business.

He charged cash advances to six mmjor credit cards.
He nmaxed all the credit cards out. Wien he canme home from
ganbling, he would beat her. He also had a yard sale while she
was in the shelter where he sold all their possessions just to be
able to continue ganbling.

Unfortunately, he also had a severe al cohol problem
The doctors told himthat if he -- just one drink could kill him
because his lungs were that diseased. However, when he ganbl ed
he was provided with free al cohol beverages. |Is this a rat trap?

Anot her woman who sought protection fromthe donmestic
vi ol ence shelter had forged her husband's nanme on several checks
to support her habit. Her husband was working offshore and part
of his paycheck came directly to her.

When her husband found out that she was ganbling the

noney away instead of providing for her two small children, he
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abused her and she and her children were forced to |eave the
hone. She arrived at our doorstep one evening just conpletely
out of the blue. She didn't even have noney to pay for the cab.
Does this sound like a rat trap?

Anot her story conmes from an enpl oyee of the Sal vation
Army. She lived across froma famly who was evicted fromtheir
home because of the father's addiction. There were four children
in this famly. The nother was a hard worker; the father stayed
hone.

He sold everything in the honme to support his habit.
He took the noney that was supposed to be provided for rent and
spent it at the casinos. Hi s addiction becane so severe that he
was caught burglarizing a neighbor's hone. He was arrested and
the nother and small children left the area. |Is this a rat trap?

The next story cane from an enpl oyee of the domestic
vi ol ence shelter. She witnessed a beautiful young girl dressed
in a formal gown ganbling at one of the casinos. This young girl
wore a very elegant outfit and was playing two slot nachines at a
time.

The witness noticed a puddle form at the bottom of
this young lady's feet. An agent's enployee of the casinos
expl ai ned that sone people are so concerned about losing their
| ucky slot machine that they won't even take tine to go to the
rest room It was explained that this particular situation was
not unusual. Does this sound like a rat trap?

Maybe individuals justify going to the casinos by
stating that they just want to be entertained or that they are
going to receive the great food. It's interesting that the

casinos are structured so that if anyone does go to the theater
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or go to the buffet they nust pass by the ganbling machines
first. Is this arat trap?

Throughout the Gulf Coast, there are a grow ng nunber
of businesses that are being |ost because of -- to the gam ng
i ndustry. Many of these businesses are famly owned and when
they are lost a famly's entire livelihood is w ped out, just
i ke that.

In addition, there are a growing nunber of
i ndi viduals who are placing second and third nortgages on their
homes just to pay off their ganbling debts. Ladi es and
gentl emen, commi ssioners, this is a rat trap.

In conclusion, | want to pose a very inportant
guestion for those who believe that the gaming industry is good
for our economy and good for M ssissippi, how many famlies and
how many lives need to be destroyed through the addiction of
ganbl i ng before we wake up and realize that this is a rat trap?

Before | conclude, | just want to ask one question as

well. Is it really worth it? Thank you
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